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Present status of civilization (homo-sphere) and the future of
Japan

1. We are standing at the cross-roads of civilization for its future:
The restoration (to pursue an Utopia in the past) or the
revolution (to pursue an Utopia in the future)

2. The future of Japan: how to involve the progress in civilization
of China, India, and Islamic world
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We are standing at the cross-roads of the
civilization (homo-sphere) for its future

Civilization is such a life-style that we are living on earth by
creating homo-sphere in the earth system: what is the
homo-sphere? — new view on the Homo sapiens

Development of the homo-sphere: From flow-dependent to
stock-dependent stages

Stock-dependent homo-sphere: acceleration of earth’s
material cycle — presently ~10 thousand times faster than
that of the original cycle — explosive expansion of homo-
sphere

We are facing a negative feedback from the earth system:
the environmental issues, increasing risk of natural disaster,
energy and resource deflc:lency

What is the homo-sphere to be in harmony with the earth
system?
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Option of Japan facing at the cross-
roads of civilization (homo-sphere)

 Actual issues on homo-sphere : civilization of China, India and
Islamic countries

« |f they trace the past way which Japan and other developed
countries follow, catastrophe of homo-sphere will become realistic
— how to create a new internal system of homo-sphere to be in
harmony with the earth system

« Japan is facing basically the same issues since the Meiji restoration
era : What is the civilization and how do we understand the
difference in status between Japan and other Asian countries?

« Two options for the future of homo-sphere : restoration or revolution.
What are they and which do we choose?

« Is ocean a common property of the homo-sphere or the area to be
enclosed by nation states?



